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From: BSR903OC01
Sent: 28 May 2008 13:32
To: AUDHQCMD01
Subject: Op HALDANE (part 1)

Sir, 
 
Op HALDANE was executed yesterday.  It was an op put on by 4X to get me to the 
Commonwealth War Memorial 10Km WNW of Shaibah airfield.  The Memorial commemorates 
40,500 Service personnel killed between 1914 and 1921 in Iraq.  It used to be centre piece of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) Cemetery in Basrah, but was moved piece-by-
piece in 1997 on orders of Saddam. 
 
The Basrah War Cemetery is some 10km north of the city on the west bank of the Tigres (in 
bandit country) - there were 4500 individual graves standing facing the memorial, but the majority 
were  

 and are being stored by the CWGC until such time as Basrah the cemetery is safe to 
visit - when they will be re-laid.  By all accounts the type of sand stone used for the headstone 
suffered severe erosion from blowing sand.   
 
I have built up a good relationship with Julian.  During one of our meetings I told him I was 
searching for Maj. Pat McAvoy and we worked up the plan.  At 1100Z we lifted and just 12 mins 
later landed at the LZ.  The team consisted Brig Julian and his MA (photog), an interpreter and CP 
team of 5.  The Merlin lifted for other tasking.  However, 2 x AH64 remained as cover throughout 
(one hi 500' one lo 200'). 
 
When the dust had settled I found myself in the middle of nowhere - literally.  In scrubland known 
as Dowrat Anas.  It was the furthest north point that 'Norman Scharzkopf's' Hail Mary, left hook in 
the 100 hours war reached before turning east.  It's the Iraqi Kursk - 48* and blowing 30 kts. 
 
There is this memorial - about 80 meters long with 45,500 names of fallen displayed.  It looks like 
a set from a Harrison Ford Movie.  Nevertheless, we set about with vigour searching for Maj. 
McAvoy.  Alas, there was no such name - or anything close at any rank.  However, many of the 
slabs had been damaged and lay on the floor.  I couldn't help thinking about the remoteness of it 
all - 40,500 UK soldiers - forgotten.  Then I wondered why Saddam had ordered that it be moved 
into the middle of the desert where he suffered one of his biggest humiliations and not let it be 
destroyed like the gravestones. 
 
That Maj. McAvoy's name is not there does not mean that this memorial is not for him.  His slab 
could have been damaged in the move, or he could be one of the 4500 with headstones in the 
cemetery just north of the City.  The visit there will be op HALDANE (part 2) - when the 
environment is more permissive. 
 
By the way there are no Andrews or Harwoods or even Frees on the wall - otherwise you would 
have had a photo. 
 
Needless to say - I stood and said a prayer for Maj Pat - (and the other 50,000 or so folk we have 
lost is this corner of the world) - for   
 
At 1200Z the Merlin returned and we were back in the COB 15 mins later. 
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Hard Copies next week. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Comd 903 EAW 
 

 
  

 
 

 








